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About us
IH World Organization
International House Vancouver is a member of the International House World Organization, an educational trust 
founded in 1953 by John and Brita Haycraft. Their aim was to raise the standards of language teaching world-
wide and this aim has remained central to the organization ever since.

Over fifty years later, the network of schools affiliated with International House has 
grown to over 140 and are located in more than 47 different countries, creating a truly 
unique, global organization. IH is organized as a charitable trust with member schools under 
supervision from IH headquarters in London. International House is committed to ensuring the highest levels of 
language training and the delivery of excellence both inside and outside the classroom.

IH Vancouver
Since 1990, IH Vancouver has offered the highest quality language programs 
to students from around the world. With a wide variety of languages, 
multiple levels of instruction and highly motivated instructors, IH Vancouver 
offers you unbeatable options for acquiring an additional language. Currently, 
we are the only private school of modern languages to be accredited by 
Languages Canada. Upon completion of your studies, we can also provide a 
wide variety of study abroad options throughout the IH world network.

Mission Statement
IH Vancouver provides high-quality, innovative language programs with an aim to improve the standard 
of language training in Canada. We achieve this with a student-centred approach to learning and with 
teachers who are well-trained, experienced and motivated.

Value Statement
We conduct ourselves ethically and with integrity. We respect individualism, cultural values and the personal 
growth of students and staff alike. We value harmony and cooperation while supporting each other’s 
creative energies and talents.
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Why learn a new language with us?
All our programs work on the same principle:
• An immersion environment where you receive authentic 
language training in each class

• An emphasis on practical language that you will be able to 
use from the very first day of  your stay abroad

• Encouragement and positive reinforcement so you learn to 
speak in a variety of situations with ease and confidence 

• All four language skills and your knowledge of grammar are 
developed in conjunction with oral communication practice to 
help you progress as quickly as possible in the language

• A focus on academic and authentic language that will help 
you read newspapers novels and succeed on tests

Features & Benefits
• Affordable rates
• Experienced & Trained Instructors
• Small classes (Avg. 6, max. 10)
• Communicative approach
• Group classes in 10 languages
• Free parking
• 8 levels of study
• Regular progress reports
• Language lab access

• Study abroad program
• Language Exchange

All students are given a 
placement exam or 
interview prior to 
beginning classes in 
order to determine the 
appropriate level of 
study.

Each level takes 8 weeks 
to complete.  Progress is 
assessed at regular 
intervals in order to 
determine advancement.

Levels 1 & 2

Introduction to basic 
Grammar & Vocabulary

Introduction of “survival 
language”

Guided Conversations

Strong understanding of 
phonics

Introduction to the 
written language 
(non-Romanic text)

Levels 3 & 4

Confidence using basic 
words and phrases

Strong knowledge of 
survival language

Easily communicate 
simple messages

Ability to read and write 
basic characters 
(non-Romanic text

Levels 5 & 6

Confidence in using the 
target language in most 
everyday situations

solid understanding of 
basic grammar

introduction to 
vocabulary for specific 
purposes

expansion of characters 
(Japanese & Chinese)

Levels 7 & 8

Ability to open a 
conversation and show 
reasonable knowledge 
of appropriate phrases 
and expressions

business language or 
university entrance 
preparation now 
possible

Ability to read and 
comprehend most 
commonly used 
characters (Japanese & 
Chinese)

Our programs are designed with your needs in mind. All 
languages are taught using a communicative approach that 
teaches practical language skills that you will be able to 
use on your very first day abroad. International House uses 
authentic materials that develop the four language skills – 
speaking, listening reading and writing. 

Courses run for 8 weeks separated by short breaks. Students 
progress to the next level at their own place.

Individual or group classes in Spanish, French, Japanese, 
Korean, Mandarin, Arabic, Farsi, Italian, Portuguese or 
German.

Group classes for kids in Japanese, Mandarin, Spanish and 
French starting in September of 2010. 

Business one to one or group classes can be arranged at our 
West Broadway campuses or at your office.
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Programs
General Language Courses
Develop Grammar, Reading, Listening, Pronunciation, and Conversation skills with an emphasis on both practical 
and academic language learning.

Conversation Courses
Practice what you have learned in the General Language Courses. (Not recommended for those not taking the 
General Language Course or for those without previous study of the target language).

Immersion Days
Do you need to learn quickly? Study all four skill areas for 5 hours per day on four consecutive Saturdays.

Private Classes
Private classes that fit your schedule.  Focus on the areas that you need to develop.

Language Lab
Before your class begins, enhance your skills with our language learning software in our computer labs. (Not 
available for all languages).

Language Exchange
If you are currently enrolled in any of the four programs listed above, we can introduce you to a native speaker of 
your target language who wants to learn English. You teach them and they teach you.

Children’s Programs
There is no better time to start learning than when you are young. We offer 90-minute group classes on Saturday 
mornings or afternoons.  And July and August summer camps where language learning is combined with fun 
activities and excursions .

Arabic

Farsi

French

German

Italian

Japanese

Korean

Mandarin

Portuguese

Spanish

General Language 
CourseIH MD Conversation 

Course
Immersion 
Days

Private 
Classes

Language 
Lab

Language 
Exchange

Children’s 
Programs

Study 
Abroad



5

Corporate Training

Study abroad

We will come to you. Programs tailored to suit your company’s needs for language training, presentation skills, 
business writing and much more.

Private (one-to-one) Classes
Private full-time or part-time classes designed for your specific needs. Classes can be conducted  in-house at our 
two campuses, at your company, or online via Skype.

Group Language Classes
Join one of our existing in-house group classes (average class size 6, maximum 10). Sign up as a group (minimum 
of 4) any we will arrange a group discount.

Learn a language…live the language.  With over 140 schools in 47 countries International House can help you 
arrange a unique study abroad experience. You can continue your studies in a familiar learning environment 
using the same communicative skill building approach.

Study Abroad Not Just For Backpackers 
The study abroad experience is no longer limited to the college student with a backpack trekking across Europe. A 
popular and practical way to prepare for a trip abroad is by taking evening classes. Learning a language
is a great way to structure a holiday. If you are planning on spending a few weeks or even a year studying abroad, 
you can tap into a ready made network through the International House World Organization, with 140 schools in 
47 countries and classes in 16 languages worldwide. 

When you make your study abroad arrangements through International House Vancouver, you get first hand 
insider knowledge about the places you plan to visit, great classes, help with accommodation, and most schools 
have after class activities and sight-seeing excursions that you can join at preferred rates. 



ARABIC  |  FARSI  |  FRENCH  |  GERMAN  |  ITALIAN  |  JAPANESE  |  KOREAN  |  MANDARIN  |  PORTUGUESE  |  SPANISH

International House Vancouver
DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES

200-1215 West Broadway, Vancouver
British Columbia, Canada,    V6H 1G7 

Telephone : +1-604-739-9836 
Facsimile: +1-604-739-9839

Email. languages@ihvancouver.com

www.languages-vancouver.com
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